
In our last newsletter we were saying that September 4, 2010 will never 
be forgotten by Clan members throughout the Canterbury region and the 
rest of New Zealand. Sadly just 6 months after the 7.2 magnitude earth-
quake struck New Zealandôs 2nd largest city, on February 22nd, 2011,  
12:50pm, another  big one struck Christchurch again, this time 6.4 on the 
richter scale but only 4km deep, with the epicentre at the cityôs port Lyttelton 

itself. 
 
Sadly, unlike last time, this one resulted in both a terrible loss of life and 
extensive iconic landmark and residential property damage across the city.  
This event has deeply affected not only every Cantabrian but all of New 
Zealand.  While the loss of life is not on the horrific scale we now see in 
Japan,  it is none the less one of New Zealand ós greatest ever natural dis-
asters (with the final death toll at 182) and has changed the face of óthe 

garden cityô forever.  
 
At the time of print (5 weeks after the quake) the city centre is still far from 
being open to the public and there are huge piles of rubble where historic 
buildings once stood all across the city.  With many friends and family and 
clansfolk living there all so deeply affected by this event, our heartfelt sym-
pathies go out to you all, especially those of you who have lost loved ones 

and/or are now homeless.  With the historical heart of Clan MacNeil being in 
the South Island we know many of you will have friends and family in similar 
situations and will share these sentiments. 
 
One of our clans folk  Susanah Washington Brown was actually interviewed 
and shown along with her family on National television news,  just days 
after the quake. She summarised the state of her suburb and the city well   

ñIt is just like a war zoneò . They were referred to as óa family of earthquake 
refugees who fled to Timaruô.  While they have their lives and are grateful 
for that, for Susannah and her husband Greg, 4 year old daughter Stella 
and 7 year old son Archie, their loss, like many others has still been incredi-
ble.   
 

Their home is on top of Mt Pleasant, very near the epicentre, and it has 
been destroyed, with the land slipping down the hill. They literally left  the 
city, that day ówith only the clothes we were wearingô.  Like thousands of 
others in the city they have to start a new life.  Since that day, they have 
been allowed back once, given 2-3 hours access onto their  property, with 
engineersô supervision, to retrieve what few precious possessions they 
could. 
 

Like others, they are now simply in limbo, their business, the childrenôs 
school and kindergarten have been severally affected, all their neighboursô 
properties and their local community has literally been destroyed. They are 
just waiting to find out if they will ever be allowed to rebuild on their land and 
in the meantime are left reliant on the good will of family and friends. Left 
hoping along with thousands of others that a rental property will become 
available for them somewhere in the city.  Thousands of people are left in 
the same situation at the mercy of friends and family for the months and 

potentially years to come as the city rebuilds. 
 
This is the reality for many in the city, along with undrinkable water,  porta 
loos, and the ongoing aftershocks. All of this coupled with the stress within 
families and communities around Christchurch is an incredible unenviably 
situation.  We know this will be a very long and slow road to recovery for  
those of you badly affected and we wish you all the very best.  
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Welcome to the March, 2011 Clan MacNeil newsletter. Enjoy! 

The iconic Scottish Caledonian Society Hall, was also sadly 
lost in the earthquake.   
 
The Caledonian society was successfully established in 
1882 by enthusiastic Scottish migrants who feared a de-
cline in the recognition of their heritage unless something 
was done to preserve it .  Since that time the Society has 
made a very significant contribution to the fabric of the local 
community and has gained the respect of Scottish organi-
sations throughout New Zealand. For the  400 plus mem-
bers, 2 award winning pipe bands, Caledonian Pipe Band -
a Grade One band and The Royal Stewart Pipe Band a 
Grade Three band, and the many dancing and other 

groups that use this facility, this iconic centreôs loss is a 
major blow. 

Iconic Christchurch Anglican Cathedral. 

Calendonian Hall, Kilmore St, Christchurch 

Scottish Hall Lost in Christchurch  



Hello and goodbye from Opunake 
At the Clanôs biennial general meeting held in Wan-
ganui on 30 January, I tendered my resignation as 
president. After five years as president it was time 
for a change. Iôve remained on the committee and 
Marion and I are happy to travel to events in our 
wider area to represent and promote Clan MacNeil.   
Thank you to all clan members for your support 
during the last five years. I wish our new president 
Paul Washington all the best in his new role. I am 
confident the Clanôs future is in very good hands. 
Peter McNeil 
 

 

 

 

 

Editor Note: On behalf of the Committee and wider Clan we 

would like to thank Peter for his leadership as President and 

his attendance at many Clan functions and Gatherings 

where he has represented the Clan over the past  5 years, it 

has been greatly appreciated.  

Paeroa Highland Games & Tattoo ï  February  

Peter and Marion,  along with Patricia Duncan from Tauranga 
represented Clan MacNeil at this recent event. 
ñAfter overnight rain and strong winds on Friday night, Saturday 
dawned fine.   As usual this was a most enjoyable day and eve-
ning of entertainment. Solo piping competitions were held in the 
morning and the pipe band competition in the afternoon.  Fifteen 
bands competed this year.  Highland dancing competitions took 
place in a nearby hall.  Field events and an axemanôs carnival 
were held throughout the day.  There was lots of other entertain-
ment for young and old all day. Twelve clans had displays in the 
ñClans Villageò.  We had lots of friendly, interesting visitors to our 
display with the possibility of new members for Clan MacNeil.  A 
great day and evening of entertainmentò.   Weôll see you there 
next year ï Saturday 11 February 2012.  
Peter & Marion McNeil 
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A few words from the outgoing  President  - Peter McNeil 

Paul Washington -  Newly elected President of Clan MacNeil   
 
 
I would like to take the opportunity to introduce myself to those Clan members that do 
not know me.  I am Paul Douglas Washington, eldest son of Douglas McNeil Washing-
ton whom is the son of Reta Elizabeth Washington, nee McNeil. Daughter of Alexander 
McNeil, son of James McNeil who, together with his father James McNeil and their 
families arrived in Port Chalmers aboard the Mooltan on Dec 26th 1849.  
I live in Christchurch, am married to Nicky and have a daughter Elizabeth. 
 
I am very proud of my Scottish heritage and it is a great honour for me to be elected the 
new president of the Clan MacNeil Association of New Zealand at the recent Gathering 
held in Wanganui and the Turakina Highland Games.  What a wonderful time we had at 
the Gathering. Nicky and I flew to Wellington and travelled the rest of the way with my brother Andrew and his family. MacNeils 
came from many different regions between Auckland and Wellington to our base at Peter and Marions campervan.  While a 
smaller than usual turnout, what was very pleasing, was the number of young MacNeils participating in the activities and wearing 
the clan tartan in all sorts of ways. We certainly had the largest number of Clan members attending the games, and by far the most 
members of school age or younger. We were also privileged to take pride of place at the front of the Clan parade. That evening we 
had a wonderful dinner in a private upstairs room overlooking the Wanganui river. 
 
Who would have thought that only a few weeks after this event, our lives would be rocked by such a violent earthquake. We all 
thought that  after the quake of September 2010 there would be no repeat, how wrong we were.  Amongst the MacNeils in Christ-
church, some suffered virtually no damage, through to some having lost their homes, businesses and livelihoods. I am not aware 
of any serious injuries but as the names of the victims are released it is becoming obvious that we will all know somebody that has 
lost a family member or friend. The city of Christchurch will never be the same. The CBD has been destroyed as have many sub-
urbs. The damage is beyond comprehension, even when seeing it in person. Many landmarks and heritage 
buildings are nothing but rubble. It is amazing that the human toll was not higher. We only need to look at 
what suffering Japan is going through now to realise what could have been. 
 
The Clan Committee have some wonderful things planned for the future but we can not do it without you. I 
urge everyone to pay their subs, now due and also encourage any MacNeils or family of MacNeils you may 
know, to join the Clan. We need our financial membership to grow. The challenge for all of us is to help that 
to happen. 
 

I wish you all well.   Paul 
 

Right: Peter McNeil congratulating  

Laird Paul Washington on becoming  

President. 
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Balclutha  has connected with its 
MacNeil past  in style and it certainly 
meant a lot to descendents of the 
founding families 150 years on. 
 
Descendents of Balcluthas founding 
citizen James McNeil gathered at the 
Balclutha  Lawn Cemetery on 22 No-
vember 2010, for the dedication cere-
mony for the new cemetery informa-
tion kiosk on the founding McNeil fam-
ily and the handing over  of a historic 
MacNeil family bible. 
 
MacNeil family descendent Paul 
Douglas Washington, from Christ-
church (the current NZ Clan President) 
said ñThe morning had gone well and 
we were pleased with the numbers 
that had turned out to represent the 
clan from around the South Islandò.   
Washington added ñFrom our perspec-
tive it was just acknowledging our for-
bearers and the contribution they 
made to Balclutha.ò  Attendees were  
all bag piped into the  ceremony by 
Douglas McNeil Washington (Clan 
MacNeil Piper) a great great grandson of James McNeil.  
 
The new kiosk contains layout maps of the cemetery to enable family to find the burial plots of their loved ones and includes 
historical information about James McNeil the founding citizen in 1852 and his son John McNeil who became the first Mayor of 
Balclutha in 1870.  
 
There was also a presentation to the Clutha District of a MacNeil family bible which could be around 100 years old. ñ The Bible 
is a part of the family history so it is very appropriate that we bought it backò Washington said.   Clutha Mayor Bryan Cadogan 
welcomed descendents  and acknowledged the huge contribution of the McNeils to the towns beginnings. Significantly, he also 
brought  the first Balcutha Mayoral chains worn by its first mayor, John McNeil in 1870.  South Otago Museum Curator Gary 
Ross said ñThe ceremony was kept to a smaller  private family, Council and Museum scale with respect to the location.ò  Mr 
Ross also said ñ The Museum was honoured to receive the bible and also a donation by Paul Washington of a Brass MacNeil 
Crest for the Museumò . He also said that ñThe kiosks would be a great asset to the communityôò 
NB: The event was recorded and DVD copies of this event were shown at the Clan Gathering and AGM and are available 
should anyone wish to see them. This event was also well covered by Otago region media. 

A Tribute to our New Zealand MacNeil Founders 

Douglas McNeil Washingon, Balclutha Mayor Bryan Cadogan and Paul Washington 

                 

 
 

Diane Daly & Carolyn OõSullivan 

Above:: Peter & Marion McNeil 

Matthew & Paul Washington with Max Daly 

Clan MacNeil Gathering January  2011  

Kerry, Grace and Nicky Washington   Left:: Amanda Wilkinson & Matthew Washington 
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Noeline Mossop  1924 - January  27 2011 :  Worker Bee Passes 
 
Born in Stratford Taranaki in 1924, died aged 86. Loved wife of the late Ron and 
mother of Julie and Neil. 
 
ñNoeline Mossop was the friendly face of Taurikoôs iconic Mossops Honey businessò 
states the Bay of Plenty Times Newspaper in a feature article on her following her 
passing in January.  
 
óThe Mossops first employed bees in 1946 but not for their honeyï as ósecurity 
guardsô,  to ward off trouble makers who congregated near their property after the nearby pub closed at 6pm. They   
then became more interested in what else the bees could be used for, by 1952 they had 600 hives and a honey ex-
tractor and began selling honey. In 1961 they moved to the Bay of Plenty opening the iconic Mossops honey on 
State Highway 29 at Tauriko. Noeline retired  at age 70 but the legacy lives on in the family and the business is now 
owned by son Neil and remains one of the largest honey companies in New Zealand. 

Flowers of the Forest 

 
Higgins, Lilian Sabina (Lil).  
 
Passed away on 1st March 2011 in Hamilton.  
 
Much beloved wife of Andy Higgins (5th Generation of John McNeil of Balclutha 
fame) 
   
Mother of Alan & Suzie, Garth & Mary, Christine & Paul.  Step mother of John & 
Gabriella, Donna & Michael, Alison & Kevin and Jillian. 
 
Grandmother to Theo (deceased), Caroline, Jesse, Caitlin, Chloe, Emma, Evan, 
Francesca, Benjamin, Bianca, James and Georgina.  Great Grandmother to twins 
Lily and Sabina.  She will be very sadly missed by all. 

Aubrey Sandfordñnee McNeillñUnofficial Clan Poet!  
 

òOur lives are a  Learning Adventure 

A journey through Infinite Time;  

Pray for Light on the Paths youõll be Treading 

Shed Love on the hillsides you Climbó  

Aubrey  

 

Aubrey Sandford : AKA  Aubrey, Strawberry, Effie, Dr McNeill, Mrs Sandford, Mum, 

Mother & Aggie. 1 August 1916ñ12 March 2010.  

 

Much loved wife of the late Lara Sandford and mother of Sylvia, Valerie, Donald and 

Bruce. 

 

Excerpts from Aubreys Eulogyñwritten by her.  òFeel welcome if you care to call, be kind to the cats, enjoy the 

trees, partake of whatever refreshments are on hand. Like me this house is old, its yesterdays shared with historical 

societies, Scottish Clans, Writers groups, Health and environmental issues, school friends and family. But looking 

back I see just sunshine; shadows have faded or blurred with distanceó. 


